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PREAMBLE :

The National Forest Policy, 1988 lays down the guiding principles for forest
management in all the states of the country including Rajasthan. The peculiar geo-
climatic conditions of Rajasthan with vast areas of the State being part of the "Thar
Desert”, has not only made it a forest deficit state but also turned forestry to be a
very challenging task. In-fact the conservation of forest and biodiversity of the State
as well as meeting the livelihood needs of the forest dependent communities can
not be addressed without a comprehensive State specific Forest Policy.

The National Forestry Commission has also recommended that each State shall
have its own Forest Policy for the sustainable management of its forest and wildlife
resources. It should also have a mechanism to monitor implementation of forest
policy provisions and suggest rectifications.

Understanding that forest is a concurrent subject in our Constitution, the State
Forest Policy has been drawn in the overall ambit and framework decided in the
National Forest Policy by the Central Government.

The Government of Rajasthan, being aware of the important role played by the
forest and the symbiotic relationship between people and the forest, accordingly
adopts this State Forest Policy.

KEY FEATURES OF FORESTRY SECTOR:

Rajasthan is the largest state of the country in geographical area with 10.4% of
landmass of the country. The State is divided by one of the oldest mountain system
in the world - the Aravalli hill ranges stretching from Delhi to Gujarat, in the north
east to south west direction dividing the State into two unequal halves. Two third
part of the State, in the western side of the Aravalli hills, is part of the Great Indian
Desert known as the Thar Desert, 61% of which lies in Rajasthan. The eastern part
of the State, being semi arid has relatively better climatic conditions. The
Vindhayan intrusions, in the eastern and the south eastern part of the State,
drained with rivers and streams are as significant to the ecology of the state, as the
manmade canal system of Indira Gandhi Nahar Pariyojna in the Thar Desert.
Forestry is a challenging task in different ecosystems where water is a limiting
factor. The State has 5.5% of human population whereas livestock population is
11% of the country. The livestock depends on pasture land which accounts for only
1% of country's grazing land. Besides, the State has only 1% sweet water of the
country making it a water deficit state.

Forest area of the State is only 9.56% of its total geographical area which is mainly
confined to Aravallis and Vindhayan hill ranges of the state. The per capita forest
area is only 0.06ha, which is one of the lowest in the country. These forests are
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either of Tropical Dry Deciduous nature in hilly terrains or of thorn Forests in the
arid and semiarid parts of the State. Dry Deciduous forests consist of some
gregarious species characterized as edaphic climax of the area interspersed with
Mixed Miscellaneous type. Forests of the state meet the multiple demands of
timber, small timber, firewood, fodder and other Non Timber Forest Produce for
livelihood needs of local people living in and around forest areas. However, there is
a very large gap between the actual demand and supply. Apart from these tangble
goods, forests also provide a host of ecological services to the human society
which are difficult to be quantified in monetary terms.

Forests of Rajasthan are also very rich in wildlife and contain a varied range of
prey and predator animals. Some of the best managed National Parks and
Sanctuaries are located in the State. Beside the unique Desert National Park
sanctuary, the State has two world heritage wetlands, namely the Keoleodev
National Park, Bharatpur and Sambhar lake. In Desert belt of the State, large
number of wildlife is generally sighted outside forest areas also. This rich
biodiversity thus attracts large number of tourists to Protected Areas of the State
and has become popular tourist destination with large number of historical forts,
palaces and religious places with heritage buildings.

Forestry has proved to be lifeline for the people, particularly for the tribal who live in
and around the forests. The harsh climatic and edaphic conditions  stand in the
way of expanding green cover of the State. Forestry map is co terminus with
poverty map of the state as a result most of the bonafide domestic needs are met
from forest areas. The State has embarked upon an ambitious programme of the
People oriented Forestry primarily to meet the twin requirements of fuel and fodder
to benefit tribal as well as economically disadvantaged group of people.

The State has rich tradition of nature conservation. Vishnois in western Rajasthan
have amply demonstrated this sprit by religiously protecting the flora and fauna of
the desert as a result of which, one can see Black Buck and a Chinkara (Indian
gazelle) freely roaming in the back yards of the Vishnoi habitations. The massive
afforestation is necessary not only for development, planning and management but
also for reviving the conservation efforts by harnessing the rich indigenous
knowledge of biodiversity conservation with appropriate cost effective technology
packages through participatory approach.

OBJECTIVES :
The basic objectives of State Forest Policy of Rajasthan are as follows:-

3.1.1. Protecting, conserving and developing natural forests of Rajasthan with
active participation of local community for ecological security of human
society. '

3.1.2. Undertaking massive afforestation on Government, Community owned
wasteland, privately owned agriculture and non farm land for expanding
the vegetal cover of the State both in rural and urban areas simultaneously
to meet the timber, fuel wood and non-timber produce demands of the
society
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Increasing the productivity of forests through appropriate management
interventions and use of modern technology to meet the needs of present
as well as future generations.

Combating desertification (through  Shelterbeit plantations, Block
plantations, Sand dune stabilization and Agro-forestry in desert areas) and
preventing all kinds of land degradation.

Meeting the livelihood needs of tribal and other forest dependent
communities by reducing their dependence on Natural resources by
development of proper facilities of processing, grading, value addition and
marketing particularly of non timber forest produce

Conserving floral and faunal diversity and gene pool reserve through a
network of protected areas, such as National Parks, Sanctuaries,
Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves.

Conserving rare and endangered species of flora and fauna of the state by
undertaking in-situ and ex-situ conservation measures, apart from
conserving and managing biodiversity-rich ecosystems such as
grasslands, orans and wetlands etc.

Empowering the village communities for sustainable management of forest
under Joint Forest Management system.

Strengthening forestry research base for enhancing productivity of forest
and promoting better utilization of forest produce.

Disseminating and extension of research findings and proven technologies
for adoption by the users and providing support services to the farmers for
promotion of agro-forestry.

Instituting human resource development through a proper system of caréer
planning, upgrading the technical and professional skills of forestry
personnel, villagers and other important stake holders.

Shifting the focus from traditional management practices to people oriented
approaches by internalizing intensive and extensive participatory strategies
in the working system of the Forest Department to make it people's
movement with the increasing involvement of women.

The principal aim of forest policy is environmental stability and ecological security
through increasing vegetal cover which will lead to reduction in soil erosion and
consequently dust particle in upper stratosphere. The reduction in stratospheric
temperature is likely to increase the possibility of rains. Increased sequestration of
carbon from the atmosphere will reduce threats of global warming and climate
change problems. -

PRINCIPLES OF FOREST MANAGEMENT :

The objectives of the State Forest Policy will be achieved by adopting following
broad principles:-
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Existing forests will be protected from all kinds of anthropogenic pressures and
managed on sustainable basis through Working/Management Plans.

Participation of local community shall be central to forest management.
Participatory approach will be adopted to integrate the concerns, aspirations and
needs of the forest dependent communities and various other stake holders.

Protected Areas of good wildlife habitats will be declared by notification as National
Park and Wildlife Sanctuaries on landscape basis for conservation of wildlife and
bio-diversity with a people centric approach. Good forest habitats of smaller areas
or wildlife populated common lands can be declared as Conservation or Community
Reserve. Management of these areas can be done as per prescriptions of
approved Management Plan.

Drought proofing through afforestation and pasture development shall be main
focus of forestry in the State.

State Forest Department is the custodian of forest resources belonging to the
people, but at the same time there is a general obligation to protect our forest
ecosystem, threatened, endangered species and biodiversity that are important for
sustaining life and providing livelihood. Wherever, it is not possible to provide
protection due to overriding public interest, the compensation must be demanded
from proponent of the activity for the loss of goods and services.

Co-ordination with other Govt. departments and other institutions of the State in the
best interest of forests will be followed by integrating environmental considerations
in sectoral policy and action plan.

In order to translate the Policy into action, a transparent, responsive and
accountable forest administration is needed with basic infrastructure to face
challenges.

STRATEGY :

Area under Forest

The National Forest Policy envisages at least one third of the land area of the
country to be under forests but the inhospitable climatic and edaphic conditions
come in the way of the state to have more than 20% vegetal cover of the
geographical area of the state. However, the State shall strive to develop forest
cover in conformity with the National Forest Policy, 1988. Since the forestland is
only 9.56% and vegetal cover of the state is 7.1%, hence wasteland under the
ownership of the Government, Communities and Private persons are to be brought
under vegetal cover with special efforts. It will also include pasture lands and lands
with scattered tree and shrub as characteristics of desert flora. Looking to the vast
tract of the State, the gap can be bridged by bringing additional 45,000 Sq. Km. of
area under afforestation and pasture development in a reasonable time frame.

Treatment of Forest Areas

52.1 All notified forest areas in the State will be mutated and demarcated by
erecting boundary pillars on the ground and boundary line digitized on the
maps with proper geo-referencing. Records of Forest blocks will be
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superimposed on Revenue maps and will be kept in public domain with
khasra details as per the latest Revenue Settlement.

All unnotified forest blocks shall be notified and settlement process be
initiated as early as possible.

All forest areas, notified or unnotified will be brought under the ambit of
Working Plan and managed accordingly.

Budgetary provision for forest department will be based as per the
prescription of working plan of the division.

All dense forests will be managed as per silvicultural principles, primarily
for ecological security and environmental stability besides ensuring supply
of unpolluted water, air and conserve the bio-diversity.

There will be a ban on felling of green trees from the forests but the dead,
dying and moribund trees can be removed as per silvicultural prescriptions.
However, green trees standing in departmental nurseries may be
removed as per need and disposed of.

Degraded forests of the state will be rehabilitated through assisted natural
regeneration with planting and seed sowing of species. Soil and moisture
conservation measures will be taken up extensively to facilitate natural
regeneration and arresting soil erosion. Contour trenches can be taken up
in gentle to moderate slopes, whereas contour dykes are to be taken in
steeper slopes and V-ditches can be taken in gentler slopes. Pits can be
dug on plain areas for planting.

Rehabilitation of degraded forests will be taken up with people's
participation to give sustained income to members of village community by
planting diversified species viz. Gwarpatha (Aloe vera), Ratanjot (Jatropha
curcus), Guggal (Commiphora wightii) and other plants of medicinal values
on ridges of contour trenches or V-ditches. Bamboo (Dendrocalamus
strictus), Aonla (Emblica officinalis) Lasoda (Cordia mixa), Sitaphal
(Annona sqamosa) etc can be planted so as to ensure economic returns
from plantations in short time. However grass seeds sown with ploughing
in the interspaces of trenches or pits, can be developed to reap in large

quantity. The community members can be allowed to cut and carry grasses
as head loads or cart loads.

Intensive Drainage Line Treatment (DLT) works will be taken up for in-situ
conservation of soil and water ultimately. The excess run off can be
harvested to recharge the ground water.

Proper Water harvesting technique will be adapted to retain moisture in the
root zone of planted saplings for ensuring better survival of plants.

In natural forests, some flagship species will be identified as ecological
indicators for sound management.

Forest Protection and Conservation

5.3.1

Eleven Districts of Rajasthan namely Alwar, Banswara, Baran, Bundi,
Chittorgarh, Dholpur, Jhalawar, Karauli, Kota, Sirohi and Udaipur have
more than twenty percent forest area of their geographical area.



















































